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Implications for the Environment 

ÅWeather Patterns Altered 

ÅBiodiversity 

ÅAquatic Ecosystem 

ÅTerrestrial Ecosystem  

ÅHydrologic Cycle changes 

ÅSocial Patterns ς Tourism and Recreation 

See folder for handouts from NCEL 
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Some Environmentally Attributable 
Childhood Diseases 

ÅAsthma ς $9.0 million 
ÅNeurobehavioral ς ADHD, Mental Retardation, cerebral 

palsy, autism $100-325million/year including special 
education costs 

ÅCancer 80-90% of cases  $2.5-40million/year treatment ς 
increasing numbers with declining mortality 

ÅLead poisoning $270 million/year 
Å$644 million per year every year 

 
ÅChildhood Obesity adds more $$$ 
ÅDiabetes adds more $$$$ 
ÅReproductive Disorders add more $$$ 
 

Policy analysis Maine 
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Environment 

ÅChemicals are ubiquitous  
ÅMaterials in packaging  
ÅComponents of Products 
 
ÅPersistent 
ÅWater, soil, air 
ÅBio-accumulate  
ÅAlter reproductive rates 
ÅAgricultural / Food Chain effects 
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Global Climate Change 

 

Figure 1. Global atmospheric temperatures have increased as carbon dioxide 
concentrations have increased due to heat trapping particles, or greenhouse gases, that 
absorb heat and cause temperatures in the atmosphere to increase (NCA 2014).  
 

Figure 2. Human sources of greenhouse gases to the atmosphere (WRI, IPCC,  modified by G. Galford). The fossil fuel 
sources contribute 100-times as much CO2 as natural point sources such as volcanic eruptions.  Advanced radioisotope 
chemistry allows scientists to pin-point fossil fuel burning as the source of the increasing CO2 in our atmosphere. There 
is no debate among the scientific community that a) our global climate is changing and b) that the causes are from 
human activities. (Cook et al. 2013, IPCC 2014, NCA 2014, VCA 2014).   

See handout in folders for VT specific 
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State Sovereignty Issues 

ÅStories from Democracy 

ïAustralia Annex 2c Resolution 

ïPRC and E-Waste 

ÅChina, TBT, electronic waste recycling 

ÅNCSL Resolution 

 

ÅDoes this portend A New Process From TTIP? 
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Å  Preliminary Analysis of Allegations by the Peoples Republic of 

China (PRC)  
Å Regarding S.256 (2008) Introduced by Senator Virginia Lyons 
Å Conclusion 
Å As illustrated by this event, other countries could and are beginning 

to use the trade system to apply pressure to state legislatures and 
to impact the state legislative process.  Since trade promotion 
authority has expired, states see an opportunity to evaluate the 
process for providing input on trade issues and to improve federal-
state communication. A new system for improving communication 
between states, USTR, and Congress should be a strong priority for 
the next Congress and President to ensure that out democratic 
system of government is protected.  
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Senator GInny Lyons -Vermont 
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